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Information Disclosure Statement 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 



Listed on accompanying Form FrO-1449 are documents a>a. may be eonside^d 
materia. «> *e ex— n of to appUoaUon. in compliance wi«. ^ duty of discIos„« 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 56. 1.97 and 1.98. 

Applicants have Ust«i publicaUon dates on the attached PTO-1449 based on 
informaUon presently available to the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates 
.hould not be construed as an admission that the information was actu^ly published on 
the date indicated. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish .he patentabiUty of the claimed invention 
over any of tite infonnation provided herewim. and/or to prove that this information may 
no. be prior art, and/or ,0 prove that tins information may no. be enabling for ti,e 
teachings purportedly offered. 

•nns su,emen. should no. be construed as a representation that a search has been 
made, or ti,at information more material to the examination of the present patent 
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appUeaticn does no. exist. The Examiner is speeifieally re,«es«d no. to re.y soie.y on 
the material submitted herewith. 

Appliemls have checlted the appropriate boxes below. 
□ 1 Statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.704(d). Eaeh item of information contained in this 
htformahon Disclosure Statement was cit«l in a communication fl.m a foretgn 
paten. ofHec in a counterpart application and this communication was no. 
^ived b, any individual desi^ in 37 C.F.R. 5 1.56(0 more *an thirty 
days prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 
B 2 Filin, under 37 C.F.R. § ..97(b). This Information Disclosure Statement is being 
med before *e mailing date of a firs, Office Action on the merits. No statemen. 
or fee is required. 

□ 3 Filing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). This InformaUon Disclosure S.a«men. is being 
filed more Oran fl.ee mon^s after the U.S. filing date AND afier the mailing date 
of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Fmal 
Rejection, or Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution 

in the application. 

□ a Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 1 hereby sta.e titat each it«n of 
information contained in this Infbrmation Disclosure SUtement was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign parent office in a coun^rpar. 
foreign application no. more than three monttrs prior to tire filing of tins 
hrformation Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(eXl). 
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□ b. Sta^men. under 37 C.F.R. § ..97(eX2). I h«eby ^ ^ «» i«m of 
fafo^aaon in *is Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication ftom a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was 
taK,w. to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37C.F.R.§1.97(eX2). 

□ c. Attached is our FrO.2038 Credit Card Paymem Form in the amom. of 
J in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

4 Filing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) This Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed more than three months after the U.S. filing date and after .he mailing date 
of a Final Rejecfion or Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. 
Enclosed find our PTO-2038 Credit Card Payment Fonn in the amount of 
, in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p); in addition: 

□ a Statement under 37 C.F.R § 1.97(e)(1). I hereby state fl«t each item of 
information contained in .his Infonnation Disclosure Statement was cited 
in a communication from a forei^ patent office in a conn«rpart foreign 
applicadon not more than three months prior to the ming of Una 
information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(eXi). 

□ b. Statement mtder 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(eX2). I hereby state dta. no item of 
infonn^on in this hrformation Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication ftom a for«gn paten, office in a countcn-art forei^ 



PEETERS et al. 
Appl. No. 10/755,464 



applioaUon and, .o my toowledge after making reason^le m,«io^. »as 
k„o»n «, any individual designa^d in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more ftan 
toe months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 
□ 5 The document(s) was/were cited in a search report by a for«gn paten, office in a 
counterpart foreign appUcation. Submi^ion of an English language version of 
search report that indicates the de^ of relevance found by the foreign office 
is provided in saHsfaction of ttte requirement for a concise explanation of 
relevance. 1138 OG 37, 38. 
□ 6. A concise explanation of the relevance of me non-English lan^ge document(s) 

appears below: 
El 7. Copies of the documents are submitted herewith. 

□ s. copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in an IDS that 

complies with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(aMc) in Application No.. . 6'=" 

. which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 

7^;r;;;;;^pi,,„fa.csedocumentsarenotattachcd. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

□ , NO copies of U.S. patents and pat-t appUcation pubUcaHons cited on the 

attached Form PTO-1449 are submiUed in »:cordance with .276 OG 55 because 
this application was filed after June 30, 2003. 

□ 10 It is expected that the examiner will review the prosecution ^ cited art in the 

par«,t apphcation no(s). _ in accordance with MPEP 2001.06(b), and 
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indicate in *e „ex. oo^nunication ftom *e office ^ ^ ^ *e earUcr 

p^secutionhistoryhasbeenreviewed in connection wi* .he pres«« application, 

1. i, respectfUUy requested «>a. me Ex^nner initial and re«n, a copy of «.e 
enclosed PTO-1449. indica.e in tite official «e »™pper of ti>is pa.en. application 
that the documents have been considered. 

us. Patent «.d Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any tee 
deficiency.or credit any ovetpayntent. to our DepositAccount NO. 19-0036. 

Respectfully submitted, 

STERM^WESSLER, G©LDSTEIN & FOX P.L.L.C. 




Michael V. Messmger 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 37,575 



Date: Tii1y7. 2004 

1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20005-3934 
(202) 371-2600 
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